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CONCERT on September 25, 2009
THE ST. PETERSBURG STRING QUARTET will be presented by the Friends of Chamber Music on Friday, September 25, 2009 at 8 p.m. in Kiggins Hall at Emma Willard School, 285 Pawling Avenue (Route 66) in Troy, NY.   

The musicians:


Alla Aranovskaya, first violin


Alla Krolevich, second violin


Boris Vayner, viola


Leonid Shukayev, cello
The program:


Beethoven:
String Quartet No. 8, Op. 59 “Razumovsky”

Tchaikovsky:
String Quartet No. 3, Op. 30

Schulhoff:
Five Pieces for String Quartet
“Masters of subtlety and refinement, the members of the St. Petersburg String Quartet embodied the chamber music ideal of four voices speaking as one.” - Los Angeles Times 

“Unassailable technique and intonation … luscious tonal blend and phrasing.”

 - The Washington Post 

Single tickets are $25 / $15 student, season subscriptions $125 / $75 student.  

The six subscription tickets may be used in any combination for any of the concerts.  Tickets may be purchased at the door or in advance by writing to Friends of Chamber Music at 23 Myrtle Avenue, Troy, NY 12180.  Special group rates are available.  

Ticket information (518) 273-8135.  Kiggins Hall stairs have ramps.  Free on-site parking.  

Contact Information for the St. Petersburg String Quartet

Information about St. Petersburg String Quartet can be found on the website:

www.stpetersburgquartet.com

Alla Aranovskaya, first violinist for the group, can also be contacted directly for interviews or information at  alla@stpetersburgquartet.com.  

Lisa Sapinkopf, the public relations representative for the trio, can also be contacted directly for interviews or information at  LSapinkopf@aol.com  or  (510) 428-1533.  

Friends of Chamber Music

Now in its 61st season, Friends of Chamber Music, Inc., is an all-volunteer organization with a long history of presenting outstanding artists and ensembles.  Performances take place in Emma Willard School’s intimate and acoustically superb Kiggins Hall at 285 Pawling Avenue (Route 66) in Troy, NY.  Information about Friends of Chamber Music and its 2009-2010 concert series is available at www.friendsofchambermusic.org or by calling (518) 266-0044.  

St. Petersburg String Quartet

One of the world's leading string quartets, the St. Petersburg was founded as the Leningrad Quartet by Alla Aranovskaya, Alla Krolevich (Goryainova) and Leonid Shukayev, all three graduates of the Leningrad Conservatory.  The Quartet blazed a trail through international chamber music competitions, winning First Prize at the All-Soviet Union String Quartet Competition, the Silver Medal and a Special Prize at the Tokyo International Competition of Chamber Ensembles, First Prize and both Special Prizes at the Vittorio Gui International Competition for Chamber Ensembles in Florence, Italy, and First Prize and the "Grand Prix Musica Viva" at the International Competition for Chamber Ensembles in Melbourne, Australia.

In 1988, the quartet's 2nd violinist Alla Krolevich emigrated to Israel, but rejoined them in October 2005.  Violist Boris Vayner joined the Quartet in January of 2005.

When the city of Leningrad resumed its historic name, the quartet likewise changed its name to the St. Petersburg String Quartet.  The SPSQ has continued its ascendancy, building a reputation of worldwide proportions including a Grammy nomination, "Best Record" honors in both Stereo Review and Gramophone Magazines, and the Chamber Music America/WQXR Prize for Best CD of 2001.  The Quartet held the respected position of Quartet-in-Residence at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music from 1999 to 2003.

During the season 2005-2006, St. Petersburg Quartet celebrated its 20-year anniversary.  In 2005 the Quartet performed in Great Britain (3 times), Germany, Mexico and many well-known festivals in the United States.

In 2006, the entire musical world celebrated the 100-year anniversary of the birth of Dmitri Shostakovich, and the St. Petersburg Quartet launched the year with a concert tour of Great Britain, Spain, the Netherlands and Switzerland where they performed 10 of the 15 Shostakovich quartets.

Audiences from Toronto to Tokyo, from Lithuania to London and in concert halls across the United States have given the SPSQ standing ovations.  No classical CD collection is complete without recordings by the acclaimed group.  This season the Quartet will release new CDs of Dvorak and Mendelssohn quartets as well as the complete Tchaikovsky chamber music works.

Alla Aranovskaya, First Violin

I was born and raised in St. Petersburg, Russia.  My parents told me that when I was two and a half years old, I approached a small piano which was in our home.  I started to play with one finger the melody from the piece I had heard my sister practicing.  My parents, who saw this, immediately started me on piano lessons.  After turning six years old, I was taken to a music school.  To my parents' disappointment, all of the piano openings were taken and only violin openings remained.  So, it was from this circumstance that I started the violin.

In total, I have spent twenty years in music school.  This includes the Rimsky-Korsakov Music College and the St. Petersburg Conservatory.

During my senior year at the conservatory, I became a member of the Kirov Opera Orchestra under the direction of Konstantin Simeonov, Yuri Temirkanov, and Valery Gergiev.  And in 1985, I received second prize at the All Russian Violin Competition. Soon after, I performed in several Russian cities with local orchestras and recorded the Saint-Saens Concerto No.3 with the St. Petersburg Capella Orchestra, conducted by Alexander Chernushenko.  Soon after graduating from the conservatory, I joined the faculty of the conservatory.  This was when the idea of starting a string quartet first came to me.  Together with Leonid Shukaev, we decided to try to prepare the program for the All Russian String Quartet Competition.  That was where our professional journey started.

Since then we have given concerts all around the world.  There are few places which we haven't visited, such as Africa.  But we hope we will have the opportunity to go there soon as well.

Music is my greatest passion.  My other interests are dogs (I have a German shepherd. Arnold), old people, children, the ocean, and traveling with my family.  My husband, Misha, is a photographer and string instrument specialist.  I have two sons, Misha and Dima.  I also love meeting new people and teaching.

I have taught violin since 1987 at the St. Petersburg Conservatory.  Many of my students have received prizes at competitions.  Last year, my student Maria Bessmeltseva won second prize at the St. Petersburg International Chamber Music Competition.  And most recently, my student Daniel Austrich has won first prize at the competition "Jugend Musiziert" (Jeunesses Musicales) in Germany.

Since 1999 our quartet has been in residence at Oberlin College. We coach quartets and other ensembles.  This year, one of my groups, the "Erato String Quartet" received Grand Prix at the Coleman Chamber Ensemble Competition in California.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.  I'm more than happy to answer them if I can.

Contact me directly for interviews or information at  allaran2001@yahoo.com  or  alla@stpetersburgquartet.com.  

Alla Krolevich, Second Violin

Alla Krolevich (Goryainova) was born in 1964 in the town of Polevskoy in the Sverdlovsk region.  In 1982, she graduated with distinction from the special music school of the Sverdlovsk (Yekaterinburg) State Conservatory.  In the same year, she entered the Leningrad (St. Petersburg) Rimsky-Korsakov State Conservatory.  During her studies (1982-1986), Alla was recognized as a very talented musician, a virtuous violinist, and a serious chamber music player. 

In 1985 she was invited to play with the Leningrad Conservatory String Quartet (the future St. Petersburg String Quartet) under the supervision of Professor Ovcharek, first violinist of the legendary Taneyev String Quartet.  With the quartet, Alla was the Grand Prix winner of the All-Soviet Union Quartet Competition in Voronezh in 1986, and a laureate of the First International Shostakovich Competition in Moscow the same year.  The quartet also received a special prize for the best performance of quartets of Shostakovich.  While working with the St. Petersburg quartet, Alla achieved a very high level of professionalism, and embraced a large quartet repertoire including quartets of Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Prokofiev, Ravel, and Borodin.  In 1990 she and her family emigrated to Israel, where she played in the Israel Symphony Orchestra (Rishon Letsion) and in the Israel Opera and Ballet Theater.  She participated actively in chamber music projects under the aegis of the orchestra and of the theater.  Alla rejoined the St. Petersburg String Quartet in October 2005. 

Boris Vayner, Viola

Violist Boris Vayner was born in 1977 in Novosibirsk, Russia and began to play the violin at age 7.  He studied at the St. Petersburg Conservatory with Aleksey Lyudevig.  While studying, he played recitals in St. Petersburg, Drammen (Norway), Berlin.  In summer 1999 he took part in the Schleswig Holstein Music Festival.  He studied in Berlin’s Hochschule fur Musik “Hanns Eisler” in the class of Carol Rodland.

As a member of the Krasny Quartet, Mr. Vayner received 1st prize at the Gartow Fund Chamber Music Competition in St. Petersburg in 1999, and recorded all the quartets of Vissarion Shebalin for Sony Classical.

In September 2002, he received 2nd prize in the Gartow Fund Solo Competition in St. Petersburg.  He was assistant principal viola in the St. Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra.  Since 2003, he has been studying at the New England Conservatory, in the class of Carol Rodland.  He has attended master classes by Kim Kashkashian and Karen Tuttle, and played with New England Conservatory Philharmonia.

Leonid Shukayev, Cello

I was born in the most beautiful city in the world - St. Petersburg.  When I was six years old, I started studying music.  My first cello teacher was Valentin Elin. I had other interests such as math and biology, but I chose to pursue music and entered the Rimsky-Korsakoff Music College.  There I studied with the young but talented teacher, Konstanti Kucherov.  While I was in college, I became very interested in chamber music and started attending classes of Vissarion Soloviev, the violist from the Taneyev String Quartet and Emma Estrin.  During the second year of school, I entered a competition for all chamber ensembles from musical colleges in Russia.  Together with my pianist, Helena Kurdina (now working at the Met Opera), we won first prize. I enjoyed that chamber music experience so much that I tried to dedicate enough time to play in at least three different quartets and various piano ensembles. 

At the Conservatory, I was fortunate enough to study cello with Emanuel Fishmann, the teacher of Misha Maisky and Boris Pergamenshikov.  My chamber ensemble teachers included Tamara Fidler and Vladimir Ovcharek, first violinist of the Taneyev String Quartet.  They represented the older tradition of performance in St. Petersburg, and I gained a lot from studying with them.

Having finished the Conservatory with honors, I entered the Conservatory doctorate program where I studied with Anatoli Nikitin and Sergei Roldugin.  At the same time, I was invited to work with conductor Eugene Mravinski in the Leningrad Philharmonic Orchestra.  Then, for a year and a half, I served in the army.  When I returned, I continued work at the music college and conservatory.

I have always enjoyed performing in different types of ensembles.  Besides performing with pianists and orchestras, I played in the St. Petersburg Trio before moving to the States.  We recorded four CDs and toured Russia and Europe.

As a teacher, I like all my students and try not to show favoritism towards anyone.  I teach them to think for themselves, master their technique, and above all, to love the music.  Many of my students now play in different orchestras around the world.  Two of my students, Dmitri Kirillov and Dmitri Sokolov, have won prizes in competitions, and some others play in professional string quartets.  For me, it is important that they achieve success not only in music but in other areas of their lives. 

Also, I have a strong interest in nature and philosophy.  They help me to better understand myself and the world around me.  My wife, Nadezhda Shabanina, is a singer, and we have two sons, Armand and Tioma.

Reviews of St. Petersburg String Quartet 

"ST. PETERSBURG QUARTET PLAYS WITH ONE VOICE

Masters of subtlety and refinement, the members of the St. Petersburg String Quartet embodied the chamber music ideal of four voices speaking as one ... there was nothing tepid or unilluminating about the music-making." 

- Los Angeles Times
"Five stars for performance and sound"

- BBC Music Magazine (CD Review of Glazunov Quartet No. 5 and Novelettes on Delos)
"STUNNING SHOSTAKOVICH FROM ST. PETERSBURG QUARTET

An impassioned performance of Shostakovich's Quartet No.9 by the St. Petersburg Quartet confirmed the group's heady reputation as premier interpreters of this 20th-century giant...unassailable technique and intonation, and, more importantly, [they] got the emotional temperature right...an astonishingly calibrated range of voicings and dynamics ... The Russians delivered [Borodin's Quartet No.2] with sinew, luscious tonal blend and phrasing that surged with ardor ... [The encore] was turned with breathtaking assurance and laugh-out-loud wit." 

- The Washington Post
"RUSSIAN MUSICIANS GIVE STELLAR CONCERT  

A lovely and gripping performance ... lively, vital sound ... if you closed your eyes when a passage was being passed from one instrument to another, it was hard to tell where one player stopped and the other started. Their playing at very soft levels was extremely controlled, with no unwanted sounds. In the lightest passages, in fact, it sounded as though they were using only one or two hairs on their bows. The second movement of the Tchaikovsky, bouncy and playful, had the quartet members tossing notes and phrases from one to another like a hot potato." 

- Daily Gazette (Schenectady) 
"QUARTET DELIVERS BIG, ROBUST PERFORMANCE
The superb St. Petersburg String Quartet ... can be appreciated on several levels.  The quartet's big robust sound was so prevalent that it seems to be a signature trait ... yet [they] also offered great depth in quiet, controlled playing, a rousing celebratory feeling in folklike tunes ... Perhaps best was the quartet's sense of common accord ... a standout example of how the ensemble projected unity, while also allowing for individual instrumental expression." 

- Indianapolis Star
"The benchmark comparison with the Borodin Quartet on Teldec invariably favours the St. Petersburg ... this new release makes one impatient for the ensemble's next Shostakovich disc." 

- BBC Music Magazine (Review of CD of Shostakovich Quartets Nos. 2 & 3 on Hyperion)
"... in the St. Petersburg we have the natural successor to the Borodin's crown.  These virtuosic and sumptuous-toned accounts of the A and F major Shostakovich quartets-heralding a complete cycle on Hyperion-easily rival the quasi-orchestral sonority the older quartet brought to this music …  A dazzling debut." 

- The Sunday Times (London)
"The St. Petersburg String Quartet demonstrates its innate affinity with these five Russian works (Quartets of Shostakovich and Prokofiev) and offers impressively polished and perceptive accounts ... rhythmic and full-blooded ... character, energy and musical insight. The players' powerfully wrought performance of Shostakovich's Third Quartet compares favourably with competition past and present." 

- The Strad
"Piccolo Spoleto accomplished another major coup by again attracting one of the world's best ensemble groups. And, clearly, the word was out. Not a seat was left ... These Russians possess an organic connectedness with the music of their countrymen, and can play these Slavic masters like nobody else: with heart, passionate understanding and poetry. What joy these interpreters of the Russian soul brought to a church full of festival-goers." 

- Charleston Post and Courier
Friends of Chamber Music: Other Upcoming Concerts

New Century Saxophone Quartet

Saturday October 24, 2009 at 8 p.m.

Michael Stephenson, soprano saxophone
Christopher Hemingway, alto saxophone
Stephen Pollock, tenor saxophone
Wayne Leechford, baritone saxophone
J. S. Bach: 

The Art of the Fugue (selections)
George Gershwin: 
Porgy & Bess (selections)
Jean-Baptiste Singelée:
Premier Quatuor, Op. 53
Astor Piazzolla: 
L’histoire du Tango
Robert Burns: 

Robert Burns Suite (arr. Paul Harvey)
Russell Peck: 

Drastic Measures
“Tackling brave new territory in the conservative-leaning realm of classical music tradition takes a unique blend of conviction, refined talent and a bit of damn-the-torpedoes ambition.  Those qualities are amply in evidence with the New Century Saxophone Quartet, not to mention a finely honed musicality deserving wider acceptance. … Polish and vitality distinguish the group. … Inherently, the New Century Saxophone Quartet is a crusading unit, spreading the gospel about this maligned instrument’s serious aspirations.  They made believers here.” - Los Angeles Times 

“Played with such a catching and playful gaiety, the entire audience was won over easily by the quartet.  The dynamic qualities of the quartet shone through in its unforced subtlety.” - Leidsch Dagblad (The Netherlands)
New Century Saxophone Quartet website:   www.newcenturysax.com

Harmonious Blacksmith

Sunday November 22, 2009 at 4 p.m.

Justin Godoy, recorder

Heloise Degrugillier, recorder

Joseph Gascho, harpsichord

Yulia van Doren, soprano

Also featuring viola da gamba and lute

“One Charming Night … Celebrating the Genius of Henry Purcell” 

For the 350th anniversary of his birth, soprano Yulia van Doren joins 

Harmonious Blacksmith in a program of Purcell’s finest songs and chamber works.

Praised by American Recorder Magazine for “superb improvisations,” lauded in the Winston-Salem Journal for “dazzling virtuosity,” and hailed by The Baltimore Sun for a “cool concept, hot concert,” the early music ensemble Harmonious Blacksmith combines the best of creative conceptual programming with the fire of virtuoso performing and improvising. 

Harmonious Blacksmith website:   www.harmoniousblacksmith.com

Ariel String Quartet

Sunday January 31, 2010 at 4 p.m.

Discovery Concert

Alexandra Kazovsky, violin

Gershon Gerchikov, violin

Sergey Tarashchansky, viola

Amit Even-Tov, cello

Beethoven:

Quartet, Op. 95
Yohanan Chendler:
“Tikun Hatzot”

Brahms:

Quartet, Op. 51, No. 2

“To say that they are unusual is an understatement.  They are extraordinary.”

 - Itzhak Perlman
“In a lifetime of mentoring young quartets, I have never heard a quartet so young play this well.” - Paul Katz, cellist of the Cleveland Quartet
“The music's poetic mode was captured delightfully.” - The Jerusalem Post
Ariel String Quartet website:   www.arielquartet.com

Cypress String Quartet

Friday March 19, 2010 at 8 p.m.

Cecily Ward, violin

Tom Stone, violin

Ethan Filner, viola

Jennifer Kloetzel, cello

Haydn: 

Quartet, Op. 33, No. 3, “The Bird” 
Barber: 

Quartet, Op. 11
Puts: 


Largo Assai
Beethoven: 

Quartet, Op. 135
“Young, dynamic, courageous and accomplished … a top-class and powerful ensemble.” - Augsburger Allgemeine (Germany)
“Technical aplomb and rich, cohesive tone.” - Cleveland Plain Dealer
“Confident technique and calibrated balances … structured Apollonian restraint and unleashed Dionysian exuberance.” - The Washington Post
Cypress String Quartet website:   www.cypressquartet.com

Music of the Spheres Society

Sunday April 18, 2010 at 4 p.m.

The Ernest Livingstone Memorial Concert

Stephanie Chase, violin
Darrett Adkins, cello
Todd Crow, piano
Hope Hudson, soprano

“Immortal Beloved” 

Beethoven: 


Piano Trio, WoO 39
Tom Cipullo: 


Late Summer

Richard Pearson Thomas: 
Race to the Sky

Brahms: 


Piano Trio No. 1

Our 61st Season concludes with the Music of the Spheres Society, whose goal is to promote classical music through innovative chamber music concerts and pre-concert lectures which illuminate music’s historical, philosophical and scientific foundations. 

“These players are outstanding.” - The New York Times 
Stephanie Chase is “one of the violin greats of our era.” - Newhouse News 
Music of the Spheres Society website:   www.musicofthespheres.com

